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Meiji Period
In ancient Japan, the Meiji Restoration was a period that experienced immense changes in Japan. “A wealthy country, a sturdy military” was the motto that summarized the purpose of the Meiji Restoration. The great general Tokogawa Shogun ruled Japan in the mediaeval period of 1868 and later lost his power leading to the restoration of the emperor to the Supreme position (Sims, 2019). Meiji which means the enlightened rule was an appellation that was taken by emperor Matsuhito as his supremacy designation, thus the entire event was called Meiji Restoration. Despite several historical events making the present-day Japanese society, in the final millennium of Japanese history, the Meiji Restoration remains the most important event to have occurred. This period lasted between 1898 and 1912 with the final year marking the death of the emperor. It is during this time that the modernizing revolution of japan occurred both politically, economically and socially. Literature will cover ways in which Japan transformed from 1868 to 1912 through covering aspects such as political, economic, social, war and international relations.

Diverse political transformations took place during the Meiji period in Japan. As a result of competition Japan faced from the west during this period, it had to gain power for it to counter it amicably. Hence, three political transformations were experienced through the constitution, new foreign policy and military. Putting the constitution in place in 1889 affected both Japan’s citizens and Emperor Meiji (Swale, 2015). Although it granted citizens more rights and freedom of faith, speech besides association, the government still had the right of retreating them. Among some of the provisions of this constitution comprised the emperor being sacred and uninfringeable as well as above the constitution; Division of imperial diet into two houses with equal powers among others. These constitutional changes took place because they were perceived to have the ability to unite Japan. Similarly, since powerful European nations had a constitution, having a western-style constitution aimed to make the west view them as a sturdier country.
Economic developments during Meiji period were hasty. The need to join all the four main islands saw the establishment of novel railways, shipping lines, telephone and telex systems, and to permit bigger ships, deepwater harbors were created. Likewise, consumer manufactures amounting to fifty-three in number were established. Besides, the Meiji period in Japan saw some new changes in agriculture. For instance, farmers were permitted to own the farms they operated (Jesse, 2016). Also, farmers had the freedom of movement thus were allowed to sell their produce anywhere. Moreover, several modifications were made in the banking and taxation arenas. There was the establishment of novel taxes accompanying blood as well as land taxes. Local daimyo no longer collected taxes but the centralized government and new taxes were imposed on imported goods. Finally, the necessity by the government to have people purchase local products and not foreign goods saw the economic system of trade change during the development of modernization.
Subsequently, there were substantial changes in the social structure during the Meiji period. While the Edo period saw education rendered to children from higher ranks, Meiji period demanded mandatory schooling of all children. Also, social hierarchy changes saw Japanese citizens granted the freedom to change their social class, place of residence as well as occupations (Lublin, 2010). Besides, Meiji period brought about changes in the roles of women such as, the right to vote, inherit property using their names, acquiring equal education as men and the freedom to choose occupations and spouses.
Finally, the modernization of foreign policy by Meiji government led to full membership of Japan in the international community. At the onset of the Meiji Restoration, Japan resolved to vigorously gather insight around the globe and set itself on a resolute program to improve its military, economy, society and politics (Hardware & Kern, 1997). Within a generation, aforementioned determinations transformed Japan into a current nation-state and chief global supremacy. Likewise, a new vision for modernized Japan’s leadership role in Asia was drafted by the Meiji leaders. They reckoned that the aforementioned role demanded Japan to cautiously skill policies toward latent foes, nurture a sense of nationalism among its populace, and advance its national strength.
In summation, the Meiji revolution greatly influenced the modernization of Japan. The impact of this period cut across the primary sectors of any country’s development. In terms of war, the period saw a rapid as well as colossal restructuring of aptitudes of Japan’s military. Economically, Japan industrialized with an unbelievable rapidity both from banking, agriculture, trade to taxation. Socially, Meiji period saw Japan drop the traditional feudal social structure and introduce societal leveling as well as western custom acceptance. Indeed, Meiji period was an era of change that entirely structured the political, social, military, economic and international relations certainty of life in Japan.
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